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Right after its premiére TheTimes reviewed La Traviata,
calling it “an opera full of obscenities, horrible and dirty”.
Today it is hard to believe that this work triggered such a
fiercely negative response. Opera lovers throughout the
world fill the theatres whenever it is performed, and the
best singers are eager to take up the challenge of its roles.
Violetta, the female protagonist, is one of Verdi’s most
well-rounded characters. Here it is sung by Cinzia Forte,
who is enjoying a successful international career. Alfredo
Germont is interpreted by the talented young tenor Saimir
Pirgu, who has already appeared on important stages:
Bologna, Pesaro, Rome London, Madrid, Bilbao, Valencia,
Zurich, Berlin, Cologne, Hamburg Munich, Vienna and
Salzburg. The ORW (Opéra Royal de Wallonie ) have enrol-
led Belgian stylist Kaat Tilley for the creation of this pro-
duction’s costumes. Tilley - who is also a talented desi-
gner, painter and sculptress - is undoubtedly quite apt at
serving the romantic overtones of this opera.
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