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With La gazza ladra Rossini succeeds in achieving a transfor-
mation not only in terms of the mixture of comic-sentimental
and dramatic elements but also of a musical style which is enri-
ched, modulated to suit events and which seems to forerun
that aesthetic ideal that was to be formalised some years later:
“the composer must artfully adapt the character of the music
to the dramatic subject and find a wholly new rhythm, if he
can, of new effect, if he can, but such that it can express the
mood of the drama and, one by one, the most significant situa-
tions, characters and passions”.
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